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THE SPECIAL MARRIAGE ACT, 1954
(Act No.43 of 1954)

424. Petition for divorce on the ground of the husband undergoing
a sentence of imprisonment for seven years or more for an
offence as defined in the Indian Penal Code, 1860

425. Appeal against the order of Marriage Officer refusing to
register the marriage

426.  Legitimacy of children

424. Gireesh and Mukesh are two brothers. Gireesh married
Lalitha Rani under Special Marriage Act while Mukesh married
Rohini under Hindu Marriage Act. Both the brothers joined in
the group of dacoits. While they were committing dacoity, they
were caught red handed and they were tried and ultimately they
were convicted for the offence of dacoity and sentenced to
undergo imprisonment for ten years each. Their wives, Lalitha
Rani and Rohini felt ashamed of the acts committed by their
respective husbands and wanted to get rid of their respective
husbands on the ground of their conviction and sentence. Can
they obtain divorce from the Court?

* Lalitha Rani who married Gireesh under Special Marriage
Act, can obtain divorce from the court as her husband was
sentenced to imprisonment for more than 7 years. But, Rohini
who married Mukhesh under Hindu Marriage Act, cannot get
divorce on the ground of her husband being convicted and
sentenced to imprisonment for more than 7 years as this is not
one of the grounds under Hindu Marriage Act to obtain
divorce.

42 5. Bharani Kumarand Srivani, both belonging to different
castes, loved each other and they proposed to marry. Both were
majors. But their respective parents did not approve this marriage.
Then they went to the office of the Marriage Registrar and gave
notice pf the intended marriage as requiredunder Section 5 of the
special Marriage Act, in writing in the form specified under the
Act to the Marriage Officer within whose jurisdiction, Bharani
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